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P.O.Box 1748
Austin, Texas 78767

RSVP Is LOCALLY SPONSORED BY THE TRAVIS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT.

RSVP PuTts EXPERIENCE TO WORK BY CONNECTING VOLUNTEERS WITH REWARDING OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE IN TRAVIS COUNTY
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APRIL 2010

Animal Advocates of Austin

Recently in the news, the Austin City
Council passed a “no kill” plan for the
city’s animal shelter. The two year
plan includes reducing euthaniza-
tions and increasing adoptions with
hopes that 90% of the animals leav-
ing the shelter will be leaving alive.
Several different area non profits
have been working on making this
plan a reality. There are many non
profits that advocate for animal is-
sues and there are RSVP volunteers
working on the front lines as well as
behind the scenes too. There is still a
great need for volunteers and al-
though many are eager to work di-
rectly with the animals, there still is a
need for daily operations work that
must get done to help the agencies
operate day to day. Highlighted be-
low are some of the Austin area
agencies that work with animals and
who need dedicated and compas-
sionate volunteers with a passion for
helping animals.

The Austin Humane Society was
formed in 1952. The AHS has been
dedicated to re-homing orphaned
cats and dogs, and educating our
community about responsible pet
ownership through spaying and neu-
tering. Each year, AHS helps place
more than 3,000 dogs and cats in
permanent, loving homes. They re-
ceive more than 32,000 visitors each
year. Volunteers are needed for their
Adoption Support and Special
Events Team- supporting the adop-
tion program and special events, Cat
Adoption Team- helping socialize
cats for adoption, Behavior Re-
homing Assessment Training Team
— working with the dogs for adoption

and Foster Care — fostering animals
before they are ready for adoptions.
All volunteers must attend a general
orientation and can sign up on-line.

Austin Pets Alive! is run almost ex-
clusively by dedicated volunteers.
They are implementing innovative
and progressive programs in Austin
after studying the best practices of
other cities who are no-kill or are in
the process of becoming no-kill.
They have created their own “road
map” that uses a lot of experience
from many different places as well
as incorporating the unique charac-
teristics of Austin. With a wide vari-
ety of volunteer areas, volunteers
will have many options to choose
from: adoption, behavior training with
dogs, cat training, data entry, events
coordination, fostering, and foster
coordination, fundraising, newsletter
editing, intake coordination, medical
coordination, answering helpline,
photography, marketing/PR/graphic
design, transporting animals, volun-
teer coordination, website and writ-

ing.

Animal Trustees of Austin was
founded in May of 1993 by con-
cerned citizens desiring to help lost,
abused, and abandoned animals in
Austin and surrounding counties and
to end the crisis of animal overpopu-
lation through sterilization. The or-
ganization has grown to include clin-
ics for both wellness and spay/
neuter services, provides several
programs for animal welfare, and
hosts several events throughout the
year. Since March 1997, the Spay/
Neuter Clinic has safely performed

over 80,000 surgeries. Since its in-
ception in June 2002, the Wellness
Clinic has provided services to over
100,000 animals. Volunteers are
needed to help in a variety of posi-
tions from checking patients in and
out, sterilizing instruments and mak-
ing surgical packs, monitoring pa-
tients post-op, and answering
phones and setting appointments,
greeting clients, checking patients in
and out, cashier, data entry, answer-
ing phones, restocking examination
rooms, and general office support
fundraising, marketing, and special
events.

Emancipet has chosen to advocate
for and provide free and low-cost
spay/neuter services since day one
because they believe it is one of the
most efficient and effective methods
of reducing the homeless pet popu-
lation. They provide spay/neuter ser-
vices throughout the Central Texas
area via both mobile and stationary
clinics, and serve between 1,200 —
2,000 pets each month. If you'd like
to volunteer at Emancipet they need
volunteers as Clinic Support Ambas-
sadors- helping surgery run
smoothly and helping monitor the
pets after surgery, Clerical Support
Ambassadors- help with the paper
work associated with each pet for
surgery, Free Day Ambassadors-
help with the mobile clinic that offers
free neuter/spaying, and Animal care
which is hands on volunteer work
with animals after surgery, helping
them recover.

Therapy Pet Pals of Texas was
founded solely for the purpose of



Current Volunteer Opportunities:

Do something for yourself while do-
ing something for others! The Aus-
tin Steam Train Association is
looking for docents to meet and
greet passengers on our train excur-
sions Saturdays and Sundays into
the Hill Country. They welcome vol-
unteers from every background to
spend one day a month visiting with
their out of town guests on the train.
You'll help passengers find their
seats and settle in for an enjoyable
escape to the countryside. You'll
have many opportunities to point out
historic landmarks along th line and
talk about the history of central
Texas railroads. Training is easy,
the work is vital, and the experience
is energizing. Call today to find out
how you can get started!

Created from the merger of Reading
Is Fundamental of Austin and Capi-
tal Area Reach Out and Read,
BookSpring instills in children a
love of reading and promotes books
as a means to success. By offering a
range of programs that support early
childhood literacy, BookSpring
champions the value of reading and
encourages parents to read to their
children from birth forward, resulting
in stronger families and increased
lifelong opportunities for every child.
Volunteers are needed to help with
administrative duties and special
projects, such as filing, sorting, and
labeling; developing forms, proc-
esses, and procedures; developing a
BookSpring photo archive; stuffing
envelopes for special event invita-
tions and fundraising campaigns.
Learn about next generation tech-
niques to build reading skills in
groups that include our youngest
and most disadvantaged families.
Help open the world to children
through reading! Volunteers should
be able to communicate well in oral
and written format, be able to work
well with others or to work independ-

ently, and have excellent organiza-
tional and analytical skills.

Dell Children’s Medical Center
needs more “At Your Request” Ser-
vice Volunteers. Occupying one of
the Center's most important posi-
tions, these volunteers are the Cen-
ter’s first contact with family and visi-
tors. Volunteers need to be kind,
smiling, patient, and willing to give
directions. Working along with a paid
staff person, volunteers escort pa-
tients and families to areas within
the hospital, assist families with er-
rand running, and provide compan-
ionship for lonely or scared patients.
This position is best for those who
are good listeners and communicate
well with others. The time commit-
ment is flexible.

Goodwill Industries of Central
Texas is proud to launch a new pro-
gram designed to assist youth in
overcoming disadvantages and
avoiding delinquency. The overall
goal of the program is to help youth
age 12-17 build career plans and
skills and prepare for school comple-
tion and productive work by provid-
ing structured and supportive rela-
tionships with trusted adult mentors.
Volunteers will offer assistance with
resume critiquing, computer training,
mock-interviewing, offering pre-
employment tips and more. You can
become a volunteer mentor or find
out more information about this pro-
gram by contacting RSVP.

If you are a “people person” and en-
joy welcoming others to what may
be a new setting, Healthsouth Re-
habilitation Hospital of Austin
needs you! Centrally located in
downtown Austin, but without the
parking problems, Healthsouth is
looking for volunteers who can meet
and greet guests and family mem-
bers. If interested, all RSVP today
at 854-5874.

Contact RSVP For Details

Think of all the things you couldn't
do if you could not read: understand
the warning labels on medicine bot-
tles; interpret traffic signs; fill out a
job application; follow a recipe; read
to a child. The LifeWorks Literacy
Program seeks tutors to work with
their Adult Basic Education and Eng-
lish as a Second Language (ESL)
students. Morning, afternoon and
sessions meet on Mondays and
Wednesdays or Tuesdays and
Thursdays, and tutors may teach
both weekly sessions or opt to "co-
tutor" and teach one day per week.
Tutors are provided with an orienta-
tion and 12 hours of pre-service
training. No prior experience is re-
quired, and knowledge of a lan-
guage other than English is not nec-
essary. Tutors are asked to make a
6 month minimum commitment. The
only required skills are motivation,
energy, and patience! Please con-
tact RSVP for more information.

Safeplace is in need of warehouse
volunteers who will organize clothing
and basic needs items for clients
and help greet donors and receive
donation items. Volunteer duties
may also include providing assis-
tance to clients and staff during
"shopping hours" at the Warehouse.
No training required great for
groups. a friendly, outgoing person-
ality and strong customer service
and people skills are helpful.

Texas Home Health Hospice vol-
unteers provide home visits to pa-
tients who have a life limiting illness.
Talking, listening, writing letters and
an array of other opportunities may
be provided. Volunteers may assist
daily, weekly, monthly, or whatever
time able to give. Volunteers need to
maintain confidentiality and appropri-
ate boundaries with the patients and
honor time commitments. A friendly
smile is always welcome.

RSVP can help your agency recruit volunteers. Please contact RSVP to learn how. For more
details on these and other volunteer jobs, please call Travis County RSVP at 512-854-7787.

Please Welcome
Our Newest
Travis County
RSVP Volunteers

Vandana Agarawal
Frances B. Allen
Stella Beard
Patsy Brown
Ann Bupp
Billie Burnett
Joseph Burnett
Janet Chapman
Martin Elzy
Mary Elzy
Horace Fairlamb
David Ging
Lena Ging
Shirley Gresham
Katy Kappel
Loretta Leonhardt
Doris McKinley
Dick Peterson
Kathryn Pierce
Carolee Ramsey
Maria Teresa Reyna
Chris Sisson
Bunnie Stark
Walter Swan
William White
Lois Wilhelm
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PLEASE
STAY IN
TOUCH

Has your address, phone number or
email address changed? Do you
know an RSVP volunteer who has
moved? Are you looking for a new
volunteer assignment. Have you
started volunteering at a new
agency? Do you know someone who
wishes to join RSVP? Let us know!
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‘ Animal Advocates, continued from Page 1

enhancing the quality of life for all
institutionalized people. TPPT's pet
therapy program gives happiness
and companionship to those "most
often forgotten" in today’s society:
the elderly, the mentally and physi-
cally challenged, and the terminally
ill. The animal assisted therapy visi-
tations make a difference in the lives
of people who are confined to institu-
tionalized living. They visit Health-
care Facilities/Institutions to share
love heart-to-heart and one-on-one.
Through regular visits, TPPT's pets
BOND with the patients/residents
who desperately need the uncondi-
tional love offered by our gentle, lov-
ing pet volunteers. Detailed instruc-
tions about becoming a volunteer
are on the TPPT website.

Town Lake Animal Shelter is the
largest animal shelter in Central
Texas, providing shelter to more
than 23,000 animals each year and
animal control services to all of Aus-
tin and Travis County. A division of
the Austin/Travis County Health and
Human Services Department, the
shelter is an open-intake facility - no
animal will be turned away. They
provide a number of animal-related
services including Animal Protection
& Control, a Pet Lost & Found, Pet
Adoptions, and Rabies Quarantine.
The shelter relies on teams of
trained, responsible volunteers to
provide extra care and services to
their customers. Some volunteer
work involves direct, hands-on work
with animals at the shelter, and
some is support work, like stuffing
envelopes, working "behind the
scenes" in the offices, or helping
keep the grounds and gardens look-
ing great. They also have opportuni-
ties for one-time projects, or for do-
ing work for the shelter at home by
collecting donations in your
neighborhood, school, or church
community. Regular volunteers are
expected to provide a minimum
number of hours of service each
month. All volunteers are required to
attend an orientation at the shelter

and training sessions to prepare
them to do their specific job.

In a recent msnbc.com on-line arti-
cle, Austin was rated as one of the
“Top 10 pet-friendly cities”, acknowl-
edging the cities off-leash parks, pet
friendly restaurants and stores.

With the recent plan to make plan to
make Austin a “no Kill” city it is obvi-
ous that area non profits and their
hard working volunteers are making
a difference on behalf of animals in
Austin.

Friday, May 28, 2010

2010 RSVP Volunteer

Recognition Luncheon
At the Hyatt Regency Austin

Are you eligible to attend the
luncheon? It's FREE to all invited
RSVP Volunteers. To be eligible,
your monthly reports must be up to
date. All eligible volunteers will re-
ceive invitations in the mail. Now's a
good time to make sure your reports
have been submitted.

If you're not sure whether your re-
ports are current, just call us. We
want every volunteer to be eligible to
attend this wonderful annual event!
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